
California 
Dog Impound/Euthanasia Trend
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1980 1990 2000 2005 Change

Number Impounded 669,063 546,937 430,236 293,142 -56%

Number Euthanized 437,776 329,322 240,957 115,630 -74%

Population 23,782,000 29,828,000 34,095,000 36,899,000 +55%

Impounds per capita 0.0281 0.0183 0.0126 0.0079 -72%

Euthanasia per capita 0.0184 0.0110 0.0071 0.0031 -83%
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California Dog Impounds 
and Euthanasia have 
steadily fallen for 25 years 

The rates have decreased by 
72% and 83% on a per capita 
basis

The rates have fallen at an 
annual rate of 5% for 
Impounds and 7% for 
Euthanasia

Data Source: Impound/Euthanasia; CA Dept of Health Servicies, Vet health Unit  rpeorts. Population: CA state web site, 
Report E-7CA Population Estimates


